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Our Mission...

is to promote communication and exchange of ideas among our
membership and foster a sense of unity within the field and cooperation
with regions and chapters. We promote and publicize specialized services to
persons with disabilities and their families, compile and dispense
information about professional training opportunities, and promote in-
service training opportunities. On a professional level, we foster research
and writing in the field, assist in developing professional standards, and
promote community acceptance and integration of affected individuals. In
our civic efforts, we promote and advocate for legislative issues impacting
the quality of life of affected persons and promote development of assistive
and instructional technology needed by affected persons.

Multiple Disabilities (MD)
*More than 8,000 children in preschool (ages 3-5) received special education and
related services in the U.S. in the Fall of 2011 because of their multiple disabilities.

More than 125,000 school-aged children did, too.
*Data Accountability Center. (2012, August)

Deafblindness:

*The 2018 NCDB National Child Count of Children and Youth who are Deaf-Blind
indicated that 9,904 individuals were both eligible to receive deaf-blind project
services and were being served through either Part C or Part B of IDEA. Roughly
87% were reported as having one or more additional disabilities (e.g., cognitive

impairments, orthopedic impairments, and complex health care needs).
* Bull, R. (2019). The 2018 National Child Count of Children and Youth who are Deaf-Blind. Monmouth, OR:
National Center on Deaf-Blindness, The Research Institute, Western Oregon University.



https://aerbvi.org/about/divisions/multiple-disabilities-deafblind/
http://nationaldb.org/reports/national-child-count-2018
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National Center on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB) resources

e The definition of interveners in educational settings was revised in 2019

e Open Hands, Open Access Modules were designed to increase awareness,
knowledge, and skills related to intervener services. They are offered in both
English and Spanish.

e Interveners & Qualified Personnel page is the place to go to get current
information about news, training, resources, and more.

o The deaf-blind project in your state (funded by Department of Education,
Office of Special Education) may have state specific information on training
opportunities and policies in your state.

Teacher and Intervener National Standards

e Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) has published competency sets for both
Teachers of Students who are Deafblind (TDB) and Special Education
Paraprofessional Intervener for Individuals with Deafblindness (PDBI). These
competencies currently are being are being reviewed and revised.
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