Interveners for Students who are Deaf-Blind
Although the interveners have successfully been used to connect students with deaf-blindness to the world around them for many years, these critical service providers are now gaining national recognition as invaluable educational team members for students with deaf-blindness. 

In 2009, the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) included Specialization Knowledge and Skill Set for Paraeducators Who Are Interveners for Individuals with Deaf-Blindness in their publication, What Every Special Educator Must Know, Sixth Edition (pp. 195-201). [www.cec.sped.org/Standards ] 
In 2011, the National Resource Center for Paraprofessionals and Related Service Providers (NRCP) [www.nrcpara.org ] began issuing a National Intervener Credential. For more information about training and credentialing, go to http://intervener.org/ This website also has video examples of interveners at work and individuals sharing personal experiences, information about training programs, and many downloadable resources designed to share information about interveners with families, administrators, and educators. 
Despite the progress made, recent data collection by the National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 2.0 [http://interveners.nationaldb.org] found that services nationally are fragmented and far too often, the educational teams of students with deaf-blindness are not familiar with the term intervener or the importance of having a person trained in intervention strategies providing access to information gained by peers through vision and hearing (2012). 
National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 2.0 Recently published a technical report discussing the role of interveners and defining intervener services. The definition is below and the full text of this document can be found at: 

http://documents.nationaldb.org/Intervener%20Services%20Definition%20Technical%20Report.pdf 

Intervener Services and Interveners in Educational Settings: Definition 
Interveners, through the provision of intervener services, provide access to information and communication and facilitate the development of social and emotional well-being for children who are deaf-blind. In educational environments1, intervener services are provided by an individual, typically a paraeducator, who has received specialized training in deaf-blindness and the process of intervention. An intervener provides consistent one-to-one support to a student who is deaf-blind (age 3 through 21) throughout the instructional day. (NCDB, 2013, p.2)

This document also discusses the questions that remain unanswered and suggest actions to resolve challenges. Other highlights include a comparison of the roles of interveners and paraprofessionals on page 10 and a chart summarizing definitions, roles, and key concepts used in various organizations, deaf-blind projects, and states. 
The NCDB 2.0 http://nationaldb.org/pages/show/intervener-services-initiative also links to a wealth of information on interveners, including the free Open Hands, Open Access web modules designed to increase awareness, knowledge, and skills related to intervener services.

Finally, the deaf-blind project in your state (funded by Department of Education, Office of Special Education) may have state specific information on training opportunities and policies in your state. To find the project in your state, go to NCDB’s website listing of all projects at: http://nationaldb.org/members/list?type=State+Project 
